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| ADVERTISEMENT. 


H E author of the following dit. 152 


courſe has been for a conſiderable $18 
time unuſed to compoſition, on the ac- | 
count of a very painful diſorder which is 
always greatly aggravated thereby. When 


therefore, upon. the death of Mr. Froſt, 


he put down theſe thoughts for the uſe 5 
of his people, he had no expectation of 


being called upon to make them more 
public. But, having ventured upon this 


ſtep in compliance with the requeſt of 


his friends, he begs for the indulgence 
of his readers to the many defects, which 


may naturally be expected in the firſt 


copy of a piece written under ſuch diſ- 


advantages, and which he has not health, 
at preſent, to correct and finiſh as he 


could — 
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Few 496 880 we . to 10 . 
1 grave the remains of the Reverend 3 

Riewar Fos, who had been for near 

thirty yeats the faithful and much eier 8 

Paſßor of this church And as 1 now ſtand in 

the place which he has often filled wich great 

| neceptante and uſefulneſs, 1 ſball take the 

liberty; though unſolicited, to lay before uu 

the meclitations that have paſſed my own © 

mind üpon that event. My thoughts upon 

bis occafion will er their s from thaſe 

Nn you will ind: e er nag : 


124: wed; 


On 


., 


. nr arg Xevit. ER " 


1 DARKNESS ARE- nougd {about ws 
: RIGHTTOUSNESS AND enter ARK. 


100 Th HABITATION or urs THRONE: NN 
T O17 


os in che language of angther pillage, 


| Tell Peel to this, Ry Juſtice. and - 


'B ce ment 
* 
\ * * f 1 . 


— 


eee ERIE RP: 2 eee 
ment are d habe thy throne 
* mercy and truth ſhall go before thy face.” 
(a) Not the vindictive juſtice that pours - 
from the lowering: clouds of vengeance the 
fiery ſtreams of wrath—Not the judgments, 
f overwhelming calamities that bury the 
trembling victim in hopeleſs ruin No fuch 
idea is ſuggeſted here. | There is, indeed, in 
the words following the text, mention made 
of « A fire that goes before him, nent up 
his enemies round about (5). But that 
fire is not the habitation of his throne. For 
| ſich work as that is awful, even to our Go 
himſelf; and is what he calls his < ſtrange 
« work (c) „„ 4 Clouds and darkneſs? may 
indeed, to the eye of mortals, ſurround the 
Gop of | love. © But all thoſe clouds” —all 
that ce darkneſs,” are nothing more than the 
myſteries of his providence—His juſtice,“ 
when rightly underſtood, is, © mercy,” 
te truth” and ak righteouſneſs” . 
8 judgments,“ are the counſels of his wiſdom 
in carrying on the deſigns of his love. Such 
a my friends, your Gop has been 
carrying on for you, even in the moſt painful 
and diſcouraging diſpenſations of his provi- 
dence towards yu” I will not except that 
(@) Pſ. Ixxxix, 14. OG Ver. z nd 85 xxviii. IT 
very 


via event, ditrefing as ĩt HY in. itſelf, and- 
ill more alarming in its conſequences; by 
which you were ſo ſuddenly, ſo unexpectedly, F 
and awfully, deprived of the miniſterial 
labours, and paſtoral care, of the very. valu- 45 
able, and juſtly beloved man, who firſt pre- 
ſided over you as a chriſtian aſſembly. Near 
twenty years have indeed now elapſed ſince 
that wound was felt, which gave ſo much 
pain to you, to his family, to all that knew | 
him, to all that wiſhed you well. Yet theſe 
twenty years, have not healed that wound: 
you have not yet, and, perhaps, as a ſociety, 
you never will, get above that iroke. They 
have been twenty years of almoſt uninterrupted 
diſtreſs to his family—Twenty years of dread- . 
ful gloom and melancholy to himſelf. They 
are now indeed come to a happy period. Lou 


will forgive me, and the mourners will for- x, 


give me too, that I ſay a happy period, 
Happy undoubtedly for him. The friendly 
hand of death has gently cloſed his eyes upon 
all the ſad ſcenes of mortal woe, and introduced 
him to the ſerener regions of eternal light, 
purity, and joy. Light is ſown, for the 
* righteous, and cladnef for the vpright i in 
6 £ hep (a).” And why ſhould: not We, Why 


(a0 Pf. xevii. 11. N | 
. mould 


a Fat 


| ſhould not tus ſympathizing partner ef all 


EP his forrows in life, why ſhould not his weep- 


ing children, participate in his joy? It 18 
true, the dark © valley of the ſhadow of 
death“ is a gloomy region; but he has got 
beyond it—far beyond; where not à adow, 
not even the ſhadow of a ſhade, mall ever 


| | paſs between his enraptured eye and the face 


of Gop for ever (a). While we dwell on 
earth, indeed, our eye, even the eye of faith, 
can admit comparatively but few of the rays 
of light from theſe celeſtial objects, and we 
know but little what they are above, or what 
we ſhall be hereafter (5). It is fit it ſhould 
be ſo. This is but the dawning of -our 
_ exiſtence. There is as much of the light of 
Heaven let down upon us as our feeble powers 
can bear, and the obſcurity we complain of, 
ariſes from our own weakneſs alone. It is 
5 gradually wearing away as we advance, and is 


| in the mean time wiſely adapted to humble, 


inſtruct, and improve, us, and lead us on 
- progreffively towards the perfect day (c). 
15 Allow it then, my friends, that there was 
ſomething in the ways of providence towards 


this amiable man, that is wrapped up in 


darkneſs, and cannot be fully explained; yet 


(e 1 Cap. xiil. 12. (4) 1 Jchn fi. 2. (e) Prov, iv. 18. 


5 115 s i 

we hive light ehoagh/to ſe, that God is 

"4 Fighteous in all his ways, and holy in all his 
4 orks (a).“ Light enough for our direction * 
in the path of duty, and for our comfort too. 
Let me then aſk you again what there was in 
the difpenfations of providence towards this 
beloved paſtor, chat you think ſo inexplicable, 
0 hard to be "accounted for? And 1 will 
endeavdur to prove, that there was wiſdom, 
that there was kindneſs and love, i in them all. 


i Gar el: 

t Ap Then Did it Ain ſtrange and TY 
ſterious to you, that ſuch à man—ſach'as 
your fond hearts thought him ſuch as your 
long experience knew him to be ſo capable 
of ſerving you ſo acceptable to you=ſo 
uſeful among you - that ſuch a man ſhould, 


by an immediate ſtroke from the hand of 


God, be diſabled: at. once, and laid afide as 
a broken veſſel? This I own was hard for 
you then to bear harder ſtill for you then 
to explain. But now you will give me leave 
to ſpeak a word for God your God and 
mine; Has he not a right to do what he 
will with “his own“ (5)? And to order all 
things according to “ the counſel of his own 
« will (c)?“ Skall che Father and Sovereign 
(o) Pf. exlv. 17. (6) Mat, x%. 15. 00 8 11. 
5 n * 


bk the'univerſe ſoek the advice, and aſl tho 


1 A 
2G 
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1 conſent, of his creatures, about the diſpoſal 
bl his ſervants in his own family? This would 


character and perfections of a God—it would 


be inexplicable indeed, and be, not only 


hard, but impoſſible to. be reconciled to the ö | 


ſo diſrobe, ſo diſhonour, him. Not only in 
this therefore, but in every future event that 
puzzles and diſtreſſes vou, Be ſtill, and 
cc 2 that he 1 is God.“ (a) As a God, and 
a father too (for indeed thoſe names ought 
never to be disjoined) he has a right to 
correct: To correct ſo as the God of wiſdom 
and the Father of mercies always will. And 


deſign, no view to your correction, in the 


awful viſitation that fell upon your Miniſter . 


I offer no ſmall violence to myſelf in putting . 


ſuch a queſtion to you. But am ſecure in 


your friendſhip, that you will put no ſiniſter, 
no unkind, conſtruction upon it. God might 
rebuke you Why ſhould he not? Thirty 


| years and upwards this valuable miniſter had 


laboured among you, and exerted all. his 
miniſterial talents in your ſervice, with a fide- 
lity and zeal, which, while it proved his 
affection 725 you, might be expetted + to 4200 


| 1 () Pf. xIvi, | | 
wr 3 | 5 : duce 


are you ſure, your God and Father had na 


7 — 


PT 3 7 "WM RA 
Spec hippie effects among you. 16 
far your improvement anſwered the cultiva - 


tion, the coſt, laid out upon you, you can 


beſt anſwer to yourſelves you muſt anſwer zo 
your God. But allowing for the beſt, and 
that your miniſter found you all that he could 
wiſh (and I know not but it might be ſo) 
then the myſtery i is only this, that his powers 
_ were exhauſted; his ' conſtitution broken up; 
and his health facrificed, in your ſervice; 
This, however ſevere to himſelf, how pain- 
ful ſoever to his relative connexions, was to 
you, the Jargeſt expreſſion God could give 


you of his kindneſs and love. It is true, the 


great Father of our ſpirits, and the former of 
our bodies could (had wiſdom and love per- 
mitted) have preſerved all the vigour of his 
mind, and the firmneſs of his conſtitution, to 
his dying day; and have beſtowed it all upon 


you. He would have done ſo, had it been 


| proper, had it been fit for God to do. But 
will you ſay he has not beſtowed enough 
upon you ? He gave you much, and con- 
tinued the ' bleſſing long: - wiſdom dictated 
the meaſure and the time; and his liberality 


to you was large. He gives to every in- 
ſtrument, ſuch powers as are fitted to the 


ſtation and ſervice he - appoints them to. In 
| | ; „ 


ES 


A 


4 
” 
2 \ 4. 


BE 
| this he is ſoyereign;/ Bot why he glyeg 
more, or hy he ſuffers thoſe ;pawers: te wear 


out in his ſervice, who dare aſł the reaſon ? 


IEK is enough, if what he gives is well im 


proved and well employed, and his ſervice is 


9 v oy 18 1 , — * * uns 0 7 7 4 % 
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Tou allow all this y allow, that mortal 


powers have their limits and their period; 
the uſual, period is death. An untimely 
death (ſo we call it). blaſts the, hopes of fa- 
milies, the hopes of churches, the hopes of 
nations, and cuts the man, down, uſt as he 
arrives at his maturity, and his proſpects be- 
Zin to open upon him. This we call 2 
myſtery which demands an < hereafter” to 
explain, and prove it to be right... But you 
- reckon it ſtill a harder thing to, .gueſs, why 
death, which ſeems ſometimes. to came too 
too ſoon, ſhould, in ſome other inſtances, 
be ſo long delayed. When a man's Aervice 
in life is done, why ſhould. he not be per- 
mitted to die? This has often been the ab- 
| ject of anxious ſolicitude to the wiſeſt and 
beſt of men, and the ſubject of their impor- 


tunate cries to heaven, that they might not 


outlive their yſefulneſs. Let this, which to 
ck minds is, perhaps, the hardeſt. lot of hu- 
manity, 


121. 
manity, has not unfrequently, in their own 
apprehenſion at leaſt; been appointed for them 
Not that their prayers are rejected, or that 
God takes pleaſure in ſeeing the weakneſs 
and miſery of his creatures, though perhaps 
the flend of deſpondency may ſometimes 
crowd that idea upon the benighted mind 
but the Gop of wiſdom and love, who ap- 
proves the principle that excites thoſe fears, 
and dictates thoſe petitions, and who has 
them in remembrance, and upon record for 
another day, has reaſons worthy of himſelf, 
and which his ſuffering ſervants themſelves 
will hereafter approve, * for ordering their 
longer ſtay on earth, when they think their 
work is done, and wonder why they are 
not permitted to enter into reſt. For though 
laid afide, though inactive, this it not their 
reſt. Still toſſed about on the biflows of 
adverfity that riſe ſo high, and roll in ſuch 
quick ſucceſſion, in this troubled ocean of 
mortality, it is no wonder they wiſh to atrive 
at the peaceful port of immortality. Why 
then, you. will afk, Thovld 'a man be con- 
tinued in miſery on earth, when there is LY 
manſion in heaven, "where he wines to be, 
ready for him ? Why left to drag © on way 
5 tedious Years of mers animal exiftence, v with 
TC ee 


\ 
0 


FE wo 9 
out enjoying even that, when he has a ſoul 
capable of the joys and ſervices. of heaven, 
and well. prepared for it? For this J ſuppoſe 
is the character you have in your thoughts. 
Not the ſenſual mind that has no taſte for any 
higher joys than thoſe that grow on earth. 
No: Let the weary animal lie at reſt, let it 
breathe and ſlumber upon its beloved earth, as 
long as juſtice will permit, or the ſons of 
buſineſs can ſpare the room. But the heaven- 
born ſoul, purified by the chriſtian faith, and 
elevated by the chriſtian hope, why ſhould its 
active powers lie dormant here? Why not 
awake to the nobler ſervices of the world 
above? | 


1 8 


Hom wall I 8 all theſe queſtions ? : = 5 


. why indeed ſhould we expect them to be an- 
ſwered before the time? T here are other 
g queſtions that lie more within our compaſs, 
and which will be the beſt reply to theſe for 
the preſent. Are you ſure, for inſtance, 
when the ſervants of Gon are laid aſide from 
the more active ſcenes in which they have been 
uſefully and honourably employed, that there- 

fore they live in vain? You dare not, at leaſt - 
you ought not to ſay, they do. If our Divine 


Maſter was to order any of his ſervants to 
THER. 1 continue 


„ : Romo 


N t | 
continue” here even till he comes again, and 
they had apparently nothing to do, or were 
capable of nothing but to wait for his coming, 
it would not become us, nor be conſiſtent 
with our duty to demand the reaſon (a). But 
if the mind will enquire, and would be in- 
jured by too deep reſearches into the myſteries 
of providence, it may be ſatisfied with this 
that none of the faithful ſervants of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be detained from heaven 
one moment longer than they are uſeful on 
earth, either by their ſervices or their ſuffer- 

| ings. He has a ſtation for them to fill, which, 
however unintereſting or unimportant it may 
appear to us, makes a part of the vaſt plan of 
his mediatorial kingdom, and ſtands connected 
with the whole. And this is a thought, 
which, when it is preſent to the mind, and 
has its full influence there, does as much 28 
any thing to reconcile the lovers of Chriſt, to 
the moſt painful diſpenſations of providence; 

| and even inſpires them to * glory in their in- 
< firmities”(4). - It is got mere ſubmiſſion to 
omnipotence, to authority, to ſovereignty 

alone. It is not only patience ariſing frem 

the conſideration how much worſe it might 
have been how much worſe we have a 


(a) John xxi. 22. (5) 2 Cor. xii. 9. 
e 2 ſerved 


If. +; 12 . | 
ſerved how much more the Son of Gum! in- 
dured for us — and how tranſient theſe . light 
H afflictions“ are, compared with the glory 
« that is ſhortly to be revealed. (a) It is more 
than .refignation; and, patience: too. It is the 

pleaſure the ſervants of Chriſt take ĩn believing, 

; that he will glorify himſelf by them, © whether 
in life or in death (S —that © the power of 
8 Chriſt”. ſhall diſplay itfelf 1 in their weak - 
« neſs (cY'— -and that the deſigns of his wiſdom 
and. love in the glorious plan of redemption 
ſhall be advanced by, his diſpenſations towards 
them. But eyen ſuppoſe a weakneſs of mind, 
an inattention, ar depreſſion of ſpirits, that 
robs the chriſtian of this perſonal conſola- 
| tion; ſill the important truth remains the 

. ways of Gop are vindicated, and 
Ve reſt ſecure in this that his ſervants ſhall 
no. more ſuffer, than they ſhall © labour in 
„ yain (4).” If they meet with: calamity. in 

their career of ſervice, or if debility and 
incapacity is the natural conſequence of their 
unremitted conſtancy and zeal in the duties of 

their ſtation, as is ſometimes the caſe, their 
Divine Maſter will place it to the account of 

the ſervices they have n. and eſti - 


— 18. (4) Phi: i. 20 ge xIi. 5 * : 
1 2 5 eee. 18. 


"Es 


mate 


| 1 Yo, 
mate their ſufferings in the ſame proportion is 
prom labours of love. It is not only an 
hohour to them to ſuffer with him, and to 
ſuffer for him; but it is 2 credit, and an 
honour to his cauſe; and thereby affords a moſt 
inſtructive and uſeful example to the world, 
and to all their fellow- ſervants. Does that 
man live in vain— does he figh or groan in 
vain, who tells you although his conſtitution 
is ruined, his ſpirits broken, and all the vigour 
of his mind is gone, yet he does not repent 
of his zeal in the ſervice of Chriſt and his 
fellow. creatures, by which he has brought 
theſe calamities upon himſelf ; but feels this 
only grief that he has done ſo little, and now, 
can do no more? The'man muſt be an Infi- 
del that does not fee in ſuch an example —ibe 
value of Divine truth—the importance of 
the Goſpel—the worth of the ſoul,—and the 
glory of the world to come. The chriſtian, 
the miniſter, muſt be inſenſible indeed that, 
with ſuch an example before him, does not 
Bluſh for his own defects; and feel a glow of 
better purpoſe—of better reſolution, for the 
time to come. The ſcars of honour animate 
the brave, and the very infirmities of faichful 
miniſters, worn out in the ſervice of the 
Goſpel, yet loving their maſter, and wiſhing 


77 14 ] 
for better powers to ſerve him ſtill, will warm 
the breaſt of young Apollos's with renewed 
zeal. If leſs of this effect is ſeen than 
might be expected, lay the blame where it 
ought to lie, not on the ſchemes. of Provi- 
dence, but on the indolence of men. 


Perhaps we ſhall ſee more of it in the nar- 
rower, but not leſs important, ſphere of 
family inſtruction and edification. The active 
ſpirit may indeed be confined the friend of 
mankind may be ſecluded from ſociety Is he 
therefore Joſt to all uſefulneſs—loſt to the 
world? Surely no. With the ſame princi- 
ples, though with leſſer powers, he ſtill bleſſes 
all around him. But, perhaps, he isin capable 
of enjoying —incapable of teaching even 
the little eirele of his domeſtic friends. The 
almoſt ſolitary companions of bis woe, can 
hear nothing from him but his ſighs and 
groans. It may be ſo.— And if God ordains it, 
it is wiſe and good Good for the ſufferer 
good for the witneſſes of his ſufferings too. 
Why not? — May we learn nothing from the 
ſiufferings of our friends? Do not we ſuffer 
with them — and feel both for them and for 
ourſelves ? And why may not God teach us 
thus? Why may he not take this method to 
humble and correct us? Would it be wrong, 


— 


that require the diſcipline of his providence 


ſufferings of his ſervants; much more may 
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” to . the undivided heart of the fouls. 
he loves intire to himſelf, he-ſpoils—defaces—: 
and even breaks the idol: that we had fondly! 


placed too near his throne? If we ſee in 


beloved creature, a long and living monu- 
ment of human weakneſs; and we are there- 
by led to God as our only portion, to Jeſus 


as our only hope, —if the word of truth is 


ſweeter to our taſte, and the throne of grace 
more reſorted to if our paſſions are more 
refined —our minds more elevated and 
heaven more in our view— what injury has 


our God done us? What cauſe of complaint 


has he given us? Or how can we ſay, we or 
our friends: vs and ſulfer in win fee $37 Bes 


. 3 7 * 115 Aa Li #3 l 


a if God thee ves A by the 


we conclude, that he has ſome! gracious de- 
ſign towards. the ſufferers themſelves, in the 


afflictions he lays upon them. Even his 


moſt faithful ſervants have their weakneſſes, 


to correct them. What if he calls them off 
from the active ſcenes i in which they have been 
engaged, diſables, and lays them by, does 
he wrong them, or ill requite their ſervices? 
What —If he Sives them time thereby to 

? know 
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know themſelves, and diſcovers to them, 
in their retirement, weakneſſes and defects 
(which cannot be allowed in heaven, and) 
Which they would never Have obſerved in 
the midſt: of buſineſs and applauſe If he 
calls forth into exerciſe thoſe virtues and 
graces of the Chriſtian which are peculiar to 
a a ſtate of (adverſity, and thereby finiſhes their 
character and makes them more *©-compleat 
E in all the wiltiof God (@)”—If, in a word. 
he tries their ſtrength, improves their minds; 
diſplays his power, faithfulneſs, and love, in 
their ſupport; and teaches them, by their 
own experience, the truth of his Goſpel, 
and the ſecurity of his promiſes; does he 
not deal kindly with them, even while he 
cCorrects them? Sometimes indeed his ſuffer- 
ing ſervants cannot ſee, at leaſt not for them · 
ſelves, theſe kind deſigns of their heavenly 
father. The dark cloud of providence ſeems 
to them impenetrable; throws a gloom upon g 
their minds, and upon all their proſpects for 
this world and the world to come. This is 
the ſevereſt diſtreſs the human heart can feel; 
and; to the real lovers of God, nearly unſup- 
portable. This darkneſs however has its in - 
* mas ee For to * * there 


wy 0 Col.! iv. 12. * 
Eb | " ariſes 


[ 7, þ. 3 
40 ariſes light « even in darknefs* ſelf (a). The 
beams of truth from 6 the ſun of. righteou.. 


& neſs Ghee known and beloved. truth, will. 


now and then diſpel the gloom ; and, though, 
the cloud returns. again, renewed. intervals. 
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of hope ſupport, the mind, vindicate the, 
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truth and faithfulneſs of God, and ſecure the 
deligns of his providence | in the awtul 1 vilita- 
tion. Or at the worſt; if, <brough. the er. 
treme diſorder. of the animal ſyſtem, on which 
the ſtate , of. the. 'mind Jo much depends, n no, 
chearful. day ſhould. ever intervene, on this 
ſide heaven, the day of heaven, Till be the 
brighter for it. —Heayen itſelf Vill. be more 
heavenly, to a ſoul emerging from a ſtate. ſo, 
nearly reſembling, Hell. When 85 the valley. 
« of the ſhadow of death (c)”, is paſſed, not. 
a cloud ſhall remain, not. a doubt ſhall, ariſe, | 
not a fear ſhall be felt, any] more, for ever. 
but the happy ſqul ſhall ſee, with, rapture, 
that the trials through which. it has paſſed, 
were , admirably adapted to prepare it for, 
its deſtined, ation, and ſervice, in the world 
'% glory. So ſure it ist that although 
clouds and darkneſs” may, ſometimes hide 
the.) face; pf God Km the eyes of mortals. 
v0 -righteguſneſs: and. judgment are, the 
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60 ee of his throne; merey and with | 
ever go before him.“ This. f is enough 
it is more than enough to juſtify our God in 
his diſpenſations towards the excellent man, 
whoſe death has given occaſion to theſe medi- 
tations. I had indeed but little perſonal 
acquaintance with, him, but your teſtimony, 
to whom he was long and intimately known, 
and your great eſteem for his memory, leave 
me no room to heſitate in ſpeaking thus 
honourably of him. Thoſe, who had the beſt 
opportunity of knowing him throughout, 
have given me the following general outlines 
of his life and character to be communicated 
to you. His Father Mr. Richard Froſt was 
a reſpectable manufacturer in the city of Nor- 
wich, and a man of great ſpirituality and 
heavenly converſation. This his fon, who in- 
herited much of his father's ſerious ſpirit, had 
early devoted himſelf; to the work of the 
chriſtian miniſtry ; and with that view had a 
claſſical education under the Rev. Mr. Pate, 
Maſter of the free ſchool in Norwich. But 
as the ſpirit of the times in the latter end of 
Queen Anne's reign was very unfavourable to 
religious liberty, and the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
had the moſt alarming proſpects before them, 
e was 8 upon by his friends to ſul- 


; | | pend 
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pend the WO of his ſtudies, at leaſt for 75 
a while, and apply himſelf to trade. He ſtill 
| however kept his beloved object ſteadily in 
view, and with indefatigable zeal, improved 
every opportunity to enlarge his literary ac- 
quiſitions. Upon the acceſſion of George the 
Firſt, to the throne, and the fair proſpect of 
returning liberty, he joyfully relinquiſhed all 
the flattering and lucrative proſpects of trade, 
and reſolved to purſue his ſtudies for the 
miniſtry. He firſt entered upon his academi- 
cal ſtudies under the direction of Dr. Ridgley, 
of London, and having ſpent three years in 
his academy, he went over to Holland, and 
entered himſelf a ſtudent in the Univerſity 
of Utrecht: From thence he removed to 
Leyden, where he finiſhed his courſe of 
education. In each 185 his ſerious, 


yet chearful, ſpirit, his prudent conduct and 


uncommon application, gained him a high 
reputation, both with the profeſſors and 
his fellow ſtudents. Upon his return from 
| Leyden, with the moſt honourable teſti- 
monials, in the year 1726, he preached for 

ſome time to a Congregation at Bradfield | 

in this county, and about the year 1729 or 
1730, he was called to Yarmouth to aſſiſt the 
Rev. Mr. Goodwin. Mr. Goodwin ſoon after 
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tending to Tadel Mr. Froſt was ordained 
| Paſtor of this Church in the year 1732. How 
he diſchatged his miniftry, and how he ſup- 
ported the character of his ptofeſſion, amongſt 
you, you are witneſſes: and his family make 
the appeal to you for the purity of his con 
verſation, the holineſs of his life, his zeal for 
the glory of Gov, and the happineſs of his 
fellow. creatures. They refer to you, as wit- 
neſſes of his: conſtancy in ſupporting whar be 
believed to be the uncorrupred docttines of 
| the Goſpel, and his care to feind you of the 

practical influence of "thoſe truths; and to en- 
force the precepts and example of Chriſt upon 
the hearts and conſciences of his hearers) 
His ſtyle of preaching, 1 am informed, was 
animated and patheric—thar he was peculiarly 
attentive” to the circumſtances of afflicted, 
weak, and diſcouraged, chriſtians ; ſupport- 
ing them with the cordial truths. and OE 
promiſes of the word of Gop—-His condu 
life was, it ſeems, remarkably uniform ind 
exact; ſo that if you knew him for a day, 
you. knew the general and even tenor of his 
life. In ſummer he conſtantly roſe at five in 
the morning, and, except the interval for 
breakfaſt and family prayer, continued in his 
ſtudy til Twelve. He returned to his ftudy 
N 5 . | again 
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FO after dinner till Four, and n 
Vis he daily devoted to viſiting his people: 
that by enquiring into the ſtate of their mind 
hearing their religious complaints, and obfery- 
ing their improvements and defects, he might 8 
che better adapt his public difcourſes to their 


circumſtances, and promote their edification by 
his miniſtry. He ſeldom omitted compoſing 
two ſermons every week, which, if they had 
not all the accuracy of more laboured eom- 
poſttions, had, perhaps, for that reaſon, che 
more of that fimplicity, Pathos, ant ſenti 
ment, Which tonftitute the real excellence of 
popufar Miſcoutſes. He vas often deſired to 
pubfiſh articular. difeourfes ; but ſeldom 
complied A Sermon on the death ef Dr. 
Doddridge: An Harveſt: Sermos: A Sermon - 
againſt Calumny and Slander: A Sermon 
againſt Drunkenneſs: A Sermon at the Ordi. 
nation of the Rev. Mr. Tozer at Norwich: 
And a uſeful little piece entitled The Scaman's. 
Manual —were all that he pubfiſhed. In the 
whole of his converſation and public dif- 
courſes, he exalted the Redeemer; and while 
he inſiſted upon the neceſſity of holinefs and 
purity of life in the profefſors of the Goſpel, 
on ar taught them to place their de- 
ww | N 
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| pendence upon the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
alone for their juſtification; believing this 
glorify himſelf, in the ſalvation of ſinners. 
His eager thirſt after knowledge was not 
merely for his own. perſonal improvement, 
but that he might be thereby more thoroughly 
furniſned for every part of his work, better 
promote your intereſts, and ſerve the cauſe of 
his Divine Lord and Maſter. His abundant 
labours brought upon him, at length, ſuch 
an univerſal relaxation of the nerves, and 
ſuch. conſequent dejection of mind, that he 
was not only incapable of farther public ſer- 
vice, but even of enjoying the ſociety of his 
friends. But at the cloſe of life, though not 
able to ſpeak, yet from the compoſure of his 
countenance, his uplifted hands and eyes, 
his friends had the ſtrongeſt reaſon to believe 
he enjoyed the peculiar preſence of Gop ; and | 
that at the evening of life it. was light about 
him (a). The happy prelude, the dawning | 
of eternal day. And that, Sirs, crowns the 
Whole - makes amends—more than makes 
amends, for all the labours and. all the ſorrows. 
| of 0 moſt laborious or the moſt * anful life. 
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But whence is l it, ef Wh chriſtialls ED you. 


| 5 can tell me) whence 1 18 it, that theſe chearing 


beams of light, which thus illuminate” our” 
- guilty world, -and throw 2 brightneſs into the 
" ſhades of death itſelf, are derived? You will 
anſwer me at once from the face of Gov as 
reconciled. in his Son. Jeſus and his Goſpel 


teach us this—There © the ſun of righteouf- 
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«neſs” ſhines upon us with an healing virtue 


in every beam. Were we left hopeleſs in a 


ſtate of guilt and condemnation—every view 


< of the face of Gop would repreſent him to | 
the affrightened conſcience as © a conſuming 


fire“ every ray of truth would be like the 


forked lightening of devouring wrath. But 


Gop ſmiles upon us in his Son. In Rim, al : 


the glories of his F ather's / Godhead are 


clothed with ſuch benignity and love, — ſuch 


gentle beams of mercy—ſuch reviving and 


_ purifying light breaks in upon us, from the 


word of . truth,—and ſo much of heaven is 


brought down to earth chat, notwithſtanding 


all the occaſional darkneſs and myſtery of 5 5 
proridence, we fill ſay, and will for ever ſay, 
« The path of the uſt is as the glowing light, 


Lo * that ſhineth 8 and brighter until the 
« perfect : 
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